[The laboratory diagnosis of autoimmune thyroid diseases in those who worked in the cleanup of the aftermath of the accident at the Chernobyl Atomic Electric Power Station].
Serum antibodies to thyroid tissue antigens were tested by enzyme immunoassay and the thyroid hormonal status was analyzed in 80 liquidators of the Chernobyl accident consequences. Antibodies to thyroglobulin in concentration of 160.7 +/- 10.5 IU/ml were detected in 11 (13.7%) subjects 11-12 years after the accident. Antibodies to thyroperoxidase were detected in this cohort: the reaction was positive in 2.5% cases and weakly positive in 5%. Groups of liquidators with changed thyroid functional activity in the T3-T4-TTH system were identified. Immunochemical screening for thyroid hormones and antibodies is an affective method for the diagnosis of autoimmune thyroid diseases in liquidators.